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MissingpilotreportedUFO 'playingwith Cessna'

MELBOURNE:A pilot
missing

inBassStraitre-portedbeingbuzzedby an

terof an hourbefore losing

radio contactwith Melbourne

air-traffic controllers,

a De-partment

of
Transport

spokesmansaid yesterday.

The
department's public-rela-

tionsofficer.Mr Ken
Williams,

said

thepilotradioed air-traffic

con-
trollers

at 7pmon
Saturday

and
reportedan aircraftflyingbelow
him at about4,500feet.

Mr Williams said the
controllers

toldthe pilottherewereno other
aircraft

in the area.The pilotthen
asked control

to checkif it couldbe

an air-force aircraft, considering

the
speed

itwas
travelling.

Thecon-trollersreported
no otheraircraft,

including air-forceaircraftin the
area.

The pilotthentold
controllers

the
objectwas longand

metallic,

with
fourbrightlightson thetop,and
appeared

to be playingwiththe
Cessna.

The
pilot'slast

communica-

tionwithgroundcontrolwas that
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he was having troublewithone
engineafterthe objecthad hovered

overhimfor sometimebuthe was
headingtowardKing Island.

The
department believed it was

possiblethe pilotwas
disoriented

and was flyinghis
aircraft upside

down duringthe
conversation

with
groundcontrol.

It was
possible

the pilotwas
seeingthelightsof theCapeOtway
lighthouse

and thatof KingIsland

as he was
flying inverted

in theearly

evening.

However, the
department

had not
discounted

the
possibility

ofanun-identifiedflyingobject,although

therehad beenno otherreportsof
anythingunusualin the area.

An RAAF Orionsearchaircraft
spotted

an oilslickin theareathe
lightaircraftis

believed
to have

gone down.
The searchwouldresumeat first

lightin theareaof theslickwhere

the Oriondroppeda markerbuoy.

The missingpilotis Mr
Frederick

Valentich,of AvondaleHeights,

Melbourne.
Sequence

of
eventsandradio exchanges

with air-traffic controllers.

— Page3.
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Pilot's UFO
Continued from Page I.

The following is the sequence of

events and the exchange between
the missing pilot and the traffic

controllers:

AT 7pm on Saturday the aircraft

reported over Cape Otway that he was

proceeding to King Island.

At 7.06pm the pilot asked Melbourne
flight service if there was any known
traffic in the area below 5,000 feet.

Flight service replied: No known traffic

in your area. The pilot then called up
and said there seemed to be a large

aircraft below 5,000 feet. Flight service

requested the type of aircraft and the

pilot replied: I
cannot confirm. It has

four bright lights that appear to be

landing lights. The aircraft has passed

over me about 1,000 feet above. Flight

service then queried him: Is it
a large

aircraft? The pilot responded in the

affirmative: and at the speed its

travellingare there any RAAF aircraft in

the vicinity? Flight service said no.

At 7.08pm the pilot again called up
and said: It's approaching from due east

towards me. It seems to me to be

playing some sort of game.
It's flying

at a speed I
cannot estimate. Flight

service queried his altitude and the pilot

replied 4,500 ft. Flight service then

asked him: Can you confirm you can't

identify aircraft? The pilot replied:

affirmative.
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At 7.09pm the pilot again called up
and said, it's

not an aircraft it's.
. . .

[and there was a temporary break in

transmission]. Flight service again

called and said: Can you describe the

aircraft? The pilot replied: It is flying

past, it is
a long shape. I

cannot identify

more than that. It's coming for me right

now.

At 7.10pm flight service asked him

how large it
was and the pilot replied:

It seems to be stationary. I'm orbiting

and the thing is orbiting on top of me

also. It has a green light and a sort of

metallic light on the outside. A few
seconds later the pilot told flight service

that the object had vanished. Flight

service then asked him to confirm that

the object had vanished. The pilot

confirmedand then asked: Do you know

what type of aircraft I've got. Is it

military? Flight service responded: No

known military traffic in the area.

At 7.12pm the pilot told flight service

his engine was rough idling and was

coughing. Flight service then asked him
his intentions. The pilot replied that he

was proceeding to King Island, adding:

Unknown aircraft hovering on top of

me. Flight service then acknowledged

that call and then there came a long

metallic noise over the radio and

communicationwith the aircraft was lost.

The pilot's father, Mr Guido

Valentichsaid he believed the Department of

to cover so
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Transport was "trying to cover up so

people won't get alarmed".


